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ANDOVER MUSICAL AND OPERATIC SOCIETY  Summer 2008 

Thank you to everyone who worked so hard on this 

production. Once again, this show really appealed 

to our audiences and the cast had great fun. 
 

We were fortunate in the run up to the show to have Joe Faretra of the 

Andover Advertiser run a piece on us and our 50th show. The paper also 

carried the following review: 

 

“The Andover Musical and Operatic Society (AMOS) brought 1920’s New York 
to The Lights with its latest show, Thoroughly Modern Millie. Having sat in on 
the rehearsals in March, I was in a privileged position to have seen the songs 
and routines being put together and then performed with full costumes and 
sets on the closing night. 
Newcomer Louise Ellison eased through  her songs and dancing routines as the 
lead Millie. 
James Quinn who played Jimmy Smith looked confident and played his first 
leading role excellently. 
The pair of them had you urging them to get together. 
One of the highlights of the show was Chris Hill playing Mr Graydon who 
performed an amazingly articulate dictation song. 
Another highlight was the performance of Ann Sinclair as cabaret singer 
Muzzy who deservedly received one of the largest cheers of the night. 
Kathy Rawles played the villain of the show, Mrs Meers the white slave trader, 
with her two Chinese associates providing an impressive comedic touch . 
It was obvious the audience was taken by the character, as they gently boo-ed 
her before giving her well-earned applause along with the rest of the cast 
members at the final curtain. The evening was capped off as my passengers and 
I sang songs from the show all the way home. AMOS will be back at The Lights 
in October with a performance of The Pajama Game.” 
 
Nick Williams our NODA rep came to the first night and provided the following 

review: 

“This production introduced two new principals who acted and performed as if 
they were born to the stage. Louise Ellison’s Millie was played with verve and 
vivacity befitting her character. Although first night nerves left her slow into 
the action, her singing of the show’s best known song was all glitz and drive and 
was maintained through the show. 

Opposite her, James Quinn’s Jimmy was played as New York “Jack the Lad” 
with a good throwaway style of dialogue and rock-solid accent. His singing was 
well up to standard and there is more to come from this performer. 
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Inside this 

issue: 

We need your help to 

recruit more patrons for 

AMOS.  

Patrons, who support us by 

coming to our productions, 

participating at AGMs and making 

an annual donation to the Society, 

are an important part of our 

membership. 

Patrons receive a copy of the 

newsletter and early notification 

of booking for shows and 

concerts. 

Whether you are an existing 

patron or a member - or in some 

case both! - please recruit one 

more patron. You will find an 

application form enclosed with 

this newsletter or on the website. 

Thank you! 

Recruit a Patron 
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Maria Candy as “Miss Dorothy Brown” sang and acted with distinction and was backed ably by Chris Hill as 
Trevor Graydon. Along with Kathy Rawles as Mrs Meers, these were the performers that set the base of this 
production. 

The other standout of the performance was Ann Sinclair as Muzzy. The theatre was set alight by her 
rendition of Only in New York. This is a voice that oozes quality. Mention must be made of the pairing of 
Sebastian Juliff and Jeremy Heelas as Ching Ho & Bun Foo. Their massacring of Mandarin Chinese throughout 
must have set back Anglo-Chinese relations decades but was well executed and very funny. 

The Chorus danced very well and the accuracy of their tap routines was a testament to the hard work of Nikki 
Harsent-Noke.  

There were a number of minor niggles with the timing and precision of the scene changes but these are also a 
problem with the venue. Similarly the absence of a pit meant that Neil Streeter’s well prepared cast on stage 
did not feel the full benefit of an orchestra to back them although the players laboured mightily for the cast. 

The production had a rocky birth with changes of Director (through illness) mid-stream, Claire Nias can take 
pride from the show but must wonder what could be achieved if she had had the tiller from the start. She is 
to be congratulated on presenting a warming, entertaining evening and getting the cast to work so hard for 
her.” 

And finally, here is the review from the Southern Daily Echo: 

 

“Millie Dillmount is set on the bright lights and a modern approach to romance., which side-steps the heart. 
Add a sinister landlady, mysterious disappearances of orphan girls and good advice from the stunning-voiced 
Muzzy (Ann Sinclair) and all turns out well in the end.  
Millie and her beau Jimmy Smith (James Quinn) made an endearing couple. They were well matched in voice 
and developed their relationship convincingly. Both new to principal roles they performed convincingly. Miss 
Dorothy (Maria Candy) contrasted well, portraying the sugar sweet friend with hidden motives. With good 
supporting principals, a lively chorus, slick scene changes and authentic costumes, the show held the audience’s 
attention. 
The direction (Claire Nias) really made the best of the characters, and nothing was lost from the lines, there 
were even a few amusing surprises. Rounding off the show, the musical director (Neil Streeter)  with his slick 
jazz quartet was superb. Not to be missed. 
 

 As well as having the show considered for the Southern Daily Echo’s Curtain Call Awards, we have entered the 

poster and programme in the NODA award scheme. This annual scheme covers shows that take place from 1st 

May to 30 April each year. Feedback on Thoroughly Modern Millie will therefore be available next summer. 
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Thoroughly Modern Millie reviews continued 

Celebrating Christmas! 

Apologies to those of you who are still looking forward to your 

summer holidays. 

We are now planning ahead for the Christmas season by arranging to give 

concerts in churches around Andover, as well as our regular carols in the 

Chantry Centre. 

 

If you know of any organisation - such as a church or retirement home - that would like us to perform, please 

let Carol Robinson know on 07818 030508 or on carolrobinson0712@hotmail.com 
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Our autumn show will be on at The Lights from Wednesday 8th to 

Saturday 11th October, including a Saturday matinee. 

 

With most of the cast in place, rehearsals are underway, and as Claire Nias, who is 

directing the show, said - the schedule is scary! 

Once again we have people taking their first lead roles, and the line-up is as follows: 
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Balancing the books can be a difficult job for any organisation and making a profit 

assures our existence for future shows. 

You can help by doing your internet shopping via our webshop – www.buy.at/AMOS. 

Webshops are the fastest growing online fundraising solution. There are over 100 retailers on our 

webshop, so it should be easy for you to make a few purchases. Some of the high street stores 

available are: 

• Marks and Spencer 

• Thorntons 

• John Lewis 

• Mfi 

• Blackwells 

• Carphone Warehouse 

• Early Learning Centre. 

It costs you no more to make your purchase than if you’d gone direct to the retailer’s own 

website. Each retailer gives up to 12% commission on each purchase. For example, you could raise 

£1.50 just by filling in a Just Rewards survey from Experian and you’ll also be entered into a 

great prize draw. Switch gas and electricity provider though our webshop and you’ll get the 

cheapest rate guaranteed and switchandgive.com will donate up to £14 for each household that 

switches. 

 

Help us to secure AMOS’ future – it’s easier than you think! 

The Pajama Game 

Babe Williams  

Sid Sorokin  

Gladys 

Hines 

Mabel 

Mae 

As yet we have not cast Mr Hasler - a non-singing role - so if you know of anyone who might make a suitable 

American factory owner, please let Claire Nias know, at clairenias@hotmail.com. 

Brenda 

Prez 

Poopsie 

Pop 

Jo 

• Kathy Rawles 

• Paul Marsh 

• Louise Ellison 

• Jerry Heelas 

• Denyse Coles 

Introducing the AMOS webshop 

• Tracey Fryer 

• James Quinn 

• Carol Robinson 

• Jez Jamison 

• Anne Sinclair 

• Liz Hood 
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Beginners  
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SOCIETY  

Phone:07962 116639 

E-mail: info@amos-info.co.uk 

http://

www.amos-

info.co.uk 

 

Affiliated to the National  

Operatic and Dramatic Association 

 NODA no.00002093 

AMOS would like to extend a warm welcome to the 

following new  members: 

Jez Jameson, Hazel Hawtin, Laura Budd and Nick Cahill 

A lazy day on the canal 

Thanks to Jerry Heelas, and “Rattling Garland” AMOS members and their guests enjoyed a 

super day on the Kennet and Avon canal.  

 

On one of the warmest days so far this summer, the trip left Pewsey Wharf on Saturday 7th 

June to make its way west towards Honeystreet. The canal meanders through open countryside, 

past Stowell Park and the 

picturesque village of Wilcot. The 

route then goes through the Wide 

Water with its highly ornate bridge, 

before arriving at Honeystreet 

some two and a half hours later. 

The leisurely day finished on the 

return to Pewsey Wharf at about 

4.30. 

 

Please let Denyse Coles know if you 

are interested in another trip later 

this summer. Contact 

denysecoles@yahoo.co.uk 

Membership Subscriptions 

Membership subscriptions are now: 

£50 per year for adults 

£25 per year for 16s and under and 65s and over 

There is an additional show fee of £10 per person when performing.  

Cheques can be made payable to AMOS and sent direct to our treasurer Debbie 

Greenwood at 11 Eastleigh Rd, Devizes, SN10 3EE or given to Denyse Coles at 

rehearsals. 

If you would like to help AMOS save money and  
resources by emailing this newsletter to you, 
please send your message to info@amos-info.co.uk  
Thank you 


