
BACKSTAGE
Andover Musical & Operatic Society

Autumn 2010

       Our next production...

Members Drama...
University for two AMOS Members
See page 3

AMOS Costume Hire
Now available to hire!
See page 2

Local Theatre Guide
What’s on around Andover
See page 4Continued on pg 21

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
The Likes of Us ......................................1

AMOS Costumes .................................2 

Friends of AMOS ..................................3

University Drama..................................3

Looking Ahead .......................................3

Barnardo’s .................................................4

Theatre Guide ........................................4

Christmas Carols...................................4

New Arrivals ...........................................4

Contact Details ......................................4

The story of Dr Barnardo
AMOS are very excited to be the first amateur society in Hampsire granted to 
perform this fantastic musical written by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice! 

Rehearsals are now well underway for our production of ‘The Likes of Us’, set to take to the stage 
in March 2011. 

Written in 1965, The Likes of us is a musical that has existed for 45 years hidden away from view, 
now finally coming out from the mist of time and chimneys. Oliver-esque in style, this family musi-
cal tells the touching story of Dr. Barnado and features some of the most tuneful, witty and moving 
songs ever written by Lloyd Webber and Rice. 
 
Director Carol Robinson gives us an insight as to how she has prepared for this production...

What got you interested in theatre?
I became interested in the theatre when I started to do shows at school, I didn’t really have a 
interest until then, but once I started to get parts and participate I found what fun it was. I had the 
theatre bug and wanted to see how the professionals did it, so I went to see my first show in the 
West End and have been going ever since.

How did you become involved with amateur dramatics?
It started as a bit of a dare, we were doing a school play called “Our Day Out” and my friends 
and I decided to audition.  I went for a part called Carol for obvious reasons, not really knowing 
it was the lead and luckily got the part.  When I left school I joined the Winton Youth Theatre 
and spent about 3 years having a brilliant time doing sketches, plays and also singing. After the 
youth theatre stopped my parents suggested I joined the Andover Operatic Society and took 
me to see a show Princess Ida - I really enjoyed it and agreed to join.  At my first rehearsal 
I was put in between Linda and Kathy and that’s where it started for me with AMOS.

LIKES OFUs   The

Music by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber 

Lyrics by Tim Rice 

Music by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber 

Lyrics by Tim Rice 

ANDOVER MUSICAL & OPERATIC SOCIETY PRESENT...

9th-12th March 2011
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AMOS WARDROBE COSTUME HIRE

Tickets for The Likes of Us are on sale NOW!
Available from  The Lights Box Office 01264 368368 

For Patrons & Members tickets Linda Bagnall 01264 351168

What was the first show you performed in / directed?
The first show I performed in was Our Day Out at Winton, followed by the narrator in Joseph at Winton.  The Likes of Us is the 
first time I have ever directed.

What has been your favourite show?
All the shows that I have performed in have been fantastic and I have enjoyed all of them for various reasons.  The best singing part 
is definitely the narrator in Joseph.  My first lead for AMOS was just a fantastic fun show to do Viva Mexico, I will never forget Tony’s 
Trousers, Audrey Hudson and Chris Hill’s tango and the night my leading man was very late for a cue on stage which left Audrey    
Mac and myself standing on stage whilst he was enjoying a brandy back stage with Tim and Tony.  The most challenging and rewarding 
part however had to be Eliza in My Fair Lady, acting wise I think this was the one that challenged me the most.

What has been your best/worst moment on stage?
I have not really had a worst moment on stage, Joseph was embarrassing as I was dressed in a leotard, fishnets and a top hat and 
tails, walking down to open the show in front of the boys, then was blood curdling.  But luckily, back then I had the figure to do it.

How did you come to take on the direction of The Likes of Us?
I don’t really know what happened!  People had kept saying to me that I should do it and decided that if I was going to try this would 
be a good one to start.  I had a couple of glasses of wine, rang Joe Crawley and asked him to be my shoulder to lean on etc and 
then told the committee. 

How have you prepared to direct this show?
I am one who gets the music inside my head, I lie on the sofa and plot it all out my mind, imaging how I would do each act and sing 
and perform each song and then try and write it down.

How would you describe yourself as a Director?
I hope I am fairly easy going! I try to include everyone as much as possible and hope that rehearsals are fun.  I consider everything 
as if I were performing, for example, what makes me feel uncomfortable is when there is a long gap in the music and you have to fill 
it with something,  if you are not set a movement you have to improvise and some people find that hard, so working with each cast 
member and making sure everyone is happy with everything that they are given is a must.  Someone who is uncomfortable or does 
not know what to do stands out and the audience can tell that they are not enjoying themselves on stage.  So I always aim to work 
within each person’s boundaries to get the best results I can.

Is there anything else you would like to tell us about this production?
I think that with all the singing etc, we forget this is a true story about someone who changed and struggled to bring the plight of 
children to people’s attention and that today people are still working to make sure that all children are cared for.  
Money from this musical is going to Dr Barnardos to help his legacy continue.

Friends of AMOS

AMOS are now offfering a costume hire service!
Over the years we have collected numerous costumes and props from all sorts of eras, 
storing them in all manner of places it was hard to keep track of everything. So this year 
we decided to take the plunge and rent a large unit and finally we have enough space 
to store everything in a suitable format.  The committee have spent many hours sorting 
through the rails and at the last count there were over 600 items including everything 
from ball gowns to military uniforms, shoes, hats and feather boas. 

To fund the cost of this storage space, we are now offering a 
costume hire service to schools, societies and the general public. 

Full details of the costumes we have in stock will be available on our 
website in due course, but for now, Denyse Coles is fielding all enquiries, 
so if you or anyone you know is interested in hiring something, please 
contact Denyse on 01256 893010. 

‘Footlights Friend’ 
£15 Single / £25 Couple

Seasonal Newsletter
Special Ticket Offers 

Your name in the programme

‘VIP’ Friend 
£30 Single / £50 Couple 

Seasonal Newsletter
Special Ticket Offers

Your name in the programme
10% saving on all tickets

Free Theatre Programmes 
A framed poster of each show, signed by 

the whole cast!

VIP Invitations to all AMOS events

In response to research we have 
conducted about supporters of  
our society, we are introducing 
three levels of sponsorship for  

friends of AMOS.

Existing patrons of the society may 
continue to pay the amount they 

already contribute, but we ask new 
supporters to choose from three 

levels of sponsorship depending on 
how much they can afford to give 
and how much they want to get 

involved with the society. 

‘Stagedoor Friend’ 
£25 Single / £40 Couple

Seasonal Newsletter
Special Ticket Offers

Your name in the programme
10 % saving on all tickets 
Free Theatre Programmes

STUDY TIME FOR 
AMOS MEMBERS

Anyone interested in becoming a 
Friend of AMOS should contact our 
Membership Coordinator Denyse 
Coles on 01256 893010 or email 

membership@amos-info.co.uk

After a short spell with AMOS, Scott Goodaire 
is making his dream of becoming an Actor a 
reality as he has just embarked on  three year 
Professional Actor Training course in Exeter.

Scott first joined us as part of our backstage 
crew during ‘The King and I’ and he enjoyed 
it so much that he decided to come back 
and take part in ‘Calamity Jane’, proving 
himself as a talented asset to our male 
chorus.

Chris Roche, who has been a member 
of AMOS since 2004, is studying for a 
Degree in Speech and Drama at Winchester  
University. 

After completing a BND access course 
at Andover College in Performing Arts, 
Chris decided that the next step would 
be university.  She told us “I enjoyed 
learning at college so much that I wanted 
to continue my development at University. 
This Degree course will enable me to develop  
my acting skills and possibly teach drama in 
the future!”

AMOS are sure Chris and Scott will do well and wish them 
every success for the future! 

LOOKING AHEAD...
Back due to popular demand!
We are pleased to announce that in November 2011 we will be 
putting on a concert. Audience members are always telling us that 
they miss our concerts, so we thought it was time to bring one back 
to the stage! 

Joe Crawley will be directing the production themed on modern  
musicals. He is very excited to be taking on this new challenge,  
“Although not always financially rewarding, concerts are a great way 
of showcasing our best singers whilst also giving those who normally 
shy away from the limelight, a chance to shine.”

More news will be available in the new year about this project. 

For the latest society news see our website www.amos-info.co.uk

Two AMOS members are following their 
passion for theatre by studying Drama...



Contact Us… 
Marketing: Louise Ellison

E: marketing@amos-info.co.uk
T: 07881 627411 

Membership: Denyse Coles
E: membership@amos-info.co.uk

T: 01256 893010

For more information about the society please visit our website: 
www.amos-info.co.uk
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Beginners, Duets & Curtain Calls!
AMOS welcomes Lucille Horsenell, 
our newest member, to the society.

Congratulations to James & Charlotte 
Quinn on the birth of their son  Thomas,  
weighing 10lbs, a brother for Eleanor.

Christmas Carols...
AMOS will be performing our repertoire of Christmas Carols at various events 
around Andover throughout November and December. 

Please come and lend your support as we sing to raise money for Barnardo’s 
Childrens Charity at the following locations: 

Saturday 27th November -  The Weyhill Fairground Christmas Fair  
Saturday 4th December - The Chantry Centre 

AMOS are proud to be supporting  
Barnardo’s in the run up to our  
production of The Likes of Us. 

As a percentage of our box office 
profits will automatically donated to 

this worthwhile charity, we decided to 
add to that by raising money through 
Carol Singing and other activites up 

until the show in March. 

Barnardo’s believes in children,  
no matter who they are. 

The charity runs 415 projects across 
the UK and works directly with over 

100,000 families providing services for 
children in poverty, young carers  

or children who have been 
 sexually exploited.

For more information about the work 
Barnardo’s do please visit their website: 

www.barnardos.org.uk
Barnardo’s is a charity 216250 SC037605

THEATRE
Thursday 18th-Saturday 20th November
Broughton Amateur Dramatics Group Present: Comfort and Joy
A festive adult comedy by Mike Harding.  The traditional family Christmas gathering - tree, turkey, presents, 
family, and relatives you haven’t seen for years.  The festive spirit flows (literally) and you are sure to 
recognise characters you know, or at least would dread spending Christmas with! 

Venue: Broughton Village Hall
Performances at 7.30pm 
Tickets: £7.50, Concessions £4.50 (Thursday night only)
Available from Carolyn Jones 01794 301136

Friday 26th and Saturday 27th November 
Chilbolton Players Present: Not So Grimm Tales 
Three one act plays loosely themed around fairy stories Sir Saddlesore and the Dragon,  
Fast Forward, Joan Smith (or Snow White’s Revenge) and Snow (sort of) White.

Venue: Chilbolton Village Hall
Performances at 7:30pm, 2:30pm Saturday matinee
(Doors Open and Bar open 30 mins before each performance)
Tickets: £6.50 adults, £5.00 under 16
Available from The Anna Valley Stores, The Clatford Stores, Abbotts Ann Shop and Waterstones. 
They can also be purchased from Upper Clatford Village Hall on Tuesday Evenings 8.00 to 9.00 pm

3rd, 4th, 5th, 11th and 12th of December
Burdock Valley Players present: Hood
An original stage musical based on the legend of Robin Hood musical with a Rock edge! 
Conceived, Written and Produced by Andy Brown and Steve Williamson.

Venue: Upper Clatford Village Hall
Performances at 7:30pm, plus 2:30pm matinee Saturday 
Tickets: £6.50 adults, £5.00 under 16
Available from Upper Clatford Village Hall on Wednesdays or from 

Tuesday 14 December and Wednesday 15 December
Andover College present:  Babes in the Wood
Fun for all the family... will the wicked Sheriff get his way or will Robin Hood and his merry men win 
the day? (Yes it rhymes) there is only one way to find out... Come along to this amazing production!
Including dance, comedy and brilliant music that will have you humming all over the Christmas period. 

Performances at 7.30pm, Tuesday Matinee 2.30pm
Tickets: £7, Concessions: £4
Available from The Lights Box Office: 01264 368368


